
Weekly Update to ASD1 Families and Employees 
 
 
Week of July 30, 2020 
 
The District has shared a lot of information over the past few weeks.  Much of this information 
contains new procedures/protocols for the upcoming school year because of the Novel Coronavirus. 
The link below contains a Question and Answer Document for questions the District has received 
from parents and employees regarding the new procedures/protocols.  As new questions are 
submitted, we will add them to the top of the document  and share with our parents and staff 
frequently.  Please review the Question and Answer Document here: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/2020-2021%20School%20Ye
ar%20Question%20and%20Answer%20Document%203.pdf 
 
I would like to thank our parents, employees, students and community for the incredible support you 
have shown the District during this recent pandemic.  The District has asked you to make very 
important, difficult decisions.  We recognize that you have made some of these decisions with 
limited information because of the rapid changes that we are currently encountering. We had a 
tremendous response to the survey sent to parents and employees in June.  This feedback was 
critical to the decisions that have been made by the District.  We are very appreciative to our 
parents who completed the “Declaration of Intent” for your child(ren) to attend school face-to-face or 
virtual in such a timely manner.   This important information is allowing us to create appropriate 
schedules for each school.  We also know that this school year will create inconveniences for 
parents, students, and staff.  The District recognizes this and is very appreciative of the patience 
and grace that has and will be shown as we work together to create the safest environment to 
maintain our Tradition of Excellence.  
 
I am very fortunate to work in this District and community.  While these are very difficult times, there 
is nowhere I would rather be Superintendent than Anderson One.  As always, please feel free to 
contact your school or the District Office if you need assistance or have questions.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 
 
 
OLD Updates 
 

 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/2020-2021%20School%20Year%20Question%20and%20Answer%20Document%203.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/2020-2021%20School%20Year%20Question%20and%20Answer%20Document%203.pdf


 
Week of July 23, 2020 
 
 
Please take time to read all of the information below very carefully.  
 
Revised Calendar: The District is moving back the start of the 2020-2021 school year for students 
one week from August 18, 2020  to Tuesday, August 25, 2020.  The last day of school for students 
will be June 8, 2021.  This gives the District an additional week to ensure all safety measures 
established in our “Back to School Protocol” document are in place.  You may click this link to see 
the revised calendar.  Graduation for all three high schools is still scheduled for May 28, 2021.  The 
School Board will vote on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, to approve the revised calendar. 
 
School Start/End Times: Schools will follow the schedule below with possible slight adjustments at 
individual schools: 
Concrete Primary: 8:00 AM - 1:45 PM  
Concrete Primary K-4 Morning: 8 AM - 10:30 AM, K-4 afternoon: 11:30 AM - 1:45 PM 
Elementary Schools: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Elementary School K-4 Morning: 8 AM - 10:30 AM, K-4 afternoon: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Middle Schools: 8:15 AM - 3:15 PM  (Wren Middle: 8:25 AM - 3:25 PM) 
High Schools: 8:25 AM - 3:25 PM  (Wren High: 8:15 AM - 3:15 PM) 
*These times are essential for bus transportation to occur in a reasonable manner given the current 
regulation limiting capacity to 50%.  The district apologies for inconveniences this may cause 
parents. 
 
Health and Safety Taskforce:  The Health and Safety Taskforce continues to meet to review 
current health and virus spread data in our area.  This group will determine how Anderson One’s 
face-to-face students will return to school.  Our goal is to return all face-to-face students five days a 
week.  It is possible, however, that if the virus rate continues to increase in our area the Taskforce 
may have no choice but to reduce the number of days that face-to-face students attend each week. 
The District has a “Hybrid” model that could be used if health conditions dictate. See details of the 
Hybrid Schedule here. 
 
LEAP Week:   The week of August 10, 2020, is LEAP Week (Learn, Evaluate, Analyze, and 
Prepare).  LEAP Week is designated by the State Department of Education and the State 
Legislature to provide additional school days to students.  While LEAP is not required, all students 
in grade K4 through grade 8 will be invited to attend during that week (Due to construction 
completion at Powdersville Middle School, only limited students will be invited). Each school will be 
in contact with parents regarding the date(s) and time(s) for students in grade K4 through grade 8.  
 
Beginning of School:  The District has been working diligently to establish safety protocols that will 
provide the safest possible environment for students and staff.  Training staff and students on these 
safety protocols will be important during the first days of school.  Each year District staff inform and 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Draft%20Revised%20Calendar%20August%2025th%20Start.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Draft%20Revised%20Calendar%20August%2025th%20Start.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/ASD1%20Hybrid%20Schedule%20Write-up.pdf


train students on various aspects of school practices, rules and protocols.  This year there will be A 
LOT of new things for everyone to learn!  To facilitate this process, the District has explored several 
options to stagger the start of school for students.  This allows teachers to work with smaller groups 
of students as they review and teach very important safety protocols.  This also allows for maximum 
social distancing while students are learning these new procedures and minimizes the risk of virus 
spread during this “practice” time.  Elementary schools will stagger by grade level during the first 
week of school. Middle and high school students will stagger based on their last name.  Please find 
the draft staggered start of school here. 
 
Thank you for your partnership with Anderson One and your patience as we work through these 
very difficult decisions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 
 

 
 
Week of July 16, 2020 
 
South Carolina Governor, Henry McMaster, held a press conference yesterday (Wednesday, July 
14th) and made the following recommendations: 
  
1. All schools should provide parents with two options for the 2020-2021 school year: 

     a. Return to school, face-to-face, 5 days a week or; 
     b. Enroll in the District’s virtual school 
 

2. Districts should consider pushing back the first day for students to September 8, 2020. 
 
Anderson One has made plans for a return to face-to-face instruction this fall provided it is 
safe to do so.  More on this in a moment.  The District has already established the Anderson 
One Virtual Learning Academy for those parents wishing to enroll their child(ren) in a distance 
learning program versus a face-to-face environment.  All parents should complete the 
Declaration of Intent informing the district of their decision by Friday, July 17.  The link to the 
declaration can be found here: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20In
tent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%2
02020.pdf 
 
Anderson One is working with the other four Anderson County School Districts to consider 
moving back the start of the school year in light of the Governor’s recommendation.  This 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Draft%20Staggered%20School%20Start.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf


would allow the District a little more time to prepare for both face-to-face and virtual 
instruction.  We know this is very important information for our parents, and we will work 
quickly to make a final decision to announce in next week’s update. 
 
The District has a “Health and Safety Taskforce” that is studying all community data related to the 
coronavirus local community spread.  The taskforce is composed of pediatricians, one of the state’s 
leading epidemiologists, officials from DHEC, Anderson County Emergency Management, school 
nurses, district and school personnel.  The purpose of the taskforce is to make recommendations to 
the District regarding the nature of face-to-face instruction in light of the level of virus spread in our 
Anderson One community.  The taskforce is using data from DHEC, Anderson County Emergency 
Management, and the Anderson and Greenville hospital systems. While returning to face-to-face 
instruction five days a week for all of our students is our goal, it is imperative for our students and 
staff that we do it as safely as possible.  
 
 
 
The District is working very hard to make decisions on numerous items that we know are very 
important to parents.  By next week’s update, we hope to be able to provide parents with the school 
start date, start and end times for schools, and a very firm draft of the Opening of School 
Operations. 
 
We appreciate our partnership and your patience as we work through these very difficult decisions. 
As always, if you have questions, please contact your child’s school or the District Office.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 
 

 
 
Week of July 9, 2020 
  
This week, parents should have received a “Declaration of Intent” form by email from Anderson 
One.  It is critical that all parents complete this survey for each child.  The survey basically asks 
parents to make a decision between their child(ren) returning to face-to-face instruction in August or 
commit to enrolling in the Anderson One Virtual Learning Academy.  We understand that this may 
be a difficult decision for some of our parents.  In order to plan and have appropriate resources for 
both learning environments, knowing the intentions of our parents is critical. Some parents may 
need additional information before making a decision.  We encourage you to contact your 
child(ren)’s school or the District Office if you have questions that are not answered in the 
documents located at the following link:  



https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&
ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=
1 
 
The link above includes the “Declaration of Intent” survey letter and survey link, or you can follow 
the link below to go directly to the survey letter and survey link: 
 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%
20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf 
 
All parents are asked to complete this form for each child on or before Friday, July 17, 2020. 
 
Our transportation department has also sent a survey to parents regarding transportation to and 
from school for the 2020-2021 school year.  We ask that each parent (even if your child does not 
require bus transportation) complete this survey so that the District can develop bus routes 
considering the new bus capacity recommendations.  You may access this survey on the 
Transportation page of our website or by the link below: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoTJ7h41JnzlwQrpTA_GekpxTmIodMTLa0qFoTmc0O
IyQL-w/viewform 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 
 

 
 
Week of June 29,2020 
 
The district presented to the Board of Trustees this week the draft plan to open schools for students 
in the fall.  The district has placed a lot of very important information on our website.  I urge all of 
our families to please review this information carefully.  There are critical decisions that parents 
must make in the coming weeks and it is imperative to have all this information prior to making 
those decisions.  Please follow this link to access this information. 
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&
ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=
1 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 

https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Declaration%20of%20Intent%20to%20Attend%20Anderson%20One%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy%20for%202020.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoTJ7h41JnzlwQrpTA_GekpxTmIodMTLa0qFoTmc0OIyQL-w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoTJ7h41JnzlwQrpTA_GekpxTmIodMTLa0qFoTmc0OIyQL-w/viewform
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1
https://www.anderson1.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=4184&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=51003&PageID=1


 
 

 
Week of June 22, 2020 
 
The district has received over 5,000 surveys from parents and employees and have obtained rich 
and statistically relevant and generalizable information across all grade levels.  In summary, the 
results show that the vast majority of both parents and employees would like to return to full time 
face-to-face instruction in the fall.  The district is working diligently to create practices and protocols 
that will allow for the safest possible return of students and staff to our buildings.  You will be 
hearing much more in the coming weeks regarding the specifics of these practices.  
 
We also heard from some parents that a return to full time, face-to-face instruction for their 
child(ren) may not be possible due to a high risk condition or other COVID-19 concerns.  Anderson 
School District One has created the Anderson One Virtual Learning Academy for those parents who 
would like to choose an online learning option for their child(ren) versus face-to-face.  In July, 
parents will be asked to complete a “Declaration of Intent” form stating if they plan for their 
child(ren) to participate in the Anderson One Virtual Learning Academy rather than return to 
face-to-face instruction in the fall.  Much more information will be available soon regarding the 
ASD1 Virtual Academy option.  
 
Changing health conditions may make it necessary that we alter our practices.  The active spread of 
COVID-19 in our community and/or school(s) will determine our ability to be able to return to 
face-to-face instruction in the fall.  In addition, the District may have to close a class, school or the 
District for a period of time during the 2020-2021 school year depending on the number of cases of 
or exposure to COVID-19, adhering to guidelines set by the Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC). We expect DHEC to release final exposure protocols by mid-July..  
 
Finally, here are our top priorities for opening school next year: 
 
● Maintaining the health and safety of our children, employees, and ASD1 families. 

● Returning to face-to-face instruction as quickly and safely as possible. 

● Remaining flexible and altering procedures if health issues dictate. 

● Providing options (when possible)  for parents, students, and employees when returning to school 
is not possible because of health concerns. 

Sincerely, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Robert Binnicker 
Superintendent 


